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CHRISTMAS, 1960, in many ways 
parallels CHRISTMAS, 1. Interna- 
tional crises vie with national crises 
for front page attention. The birth 
of new nations is paced by the decay 
of older nations. The dominant cul- 
ture grows soft, immoral and decadent. 
The glory of an advanced civilization 
sinks into eclipse and the coming of 
dark ages already looms on the ho- 
rizon. The Church, having forgotten 
the promise of the Coming of her 
Lord, is preoccupied with learned the- 
ological “dialogue” and with speaking 
familiarly of God. 





In those days there were a few who 
waited patiently for the Hope of Is- 
rael. 


In these days, on this convulsed 
planet, within the context of learned 
theological “dialogue” and men who 
speak familiarly of God there are some 
who await patiently the hope of His 
Coming. Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
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Down in Australia, a labor union 
representing Christmas Santa Clauses 
is demanding “danger money’ for 
them. It claims that such seasonal 
occupation is hazardous on account 
of the pranks to which they are sub- 
jected. The union also insists that 
the Santas wear their union badges 
in plain sight while on duty. 


‘G 


This week (Dec. 4-9) on the occa- 
sion of the 10th anniversary of its 
founding, the National Council of 
Churches is holding its 5th General As- 
sembly in San Francisco. We expect 
to be there, reporting the Assembly 
for the Journal and for Christianity 
Today. The initial report (page 3) 
does not appear until this issue 
(our printing schedule being what it 
is) but we plan to have a detailed 
story in next week’s Journal. Mean- 
while this column (and the rest of the 
paper) will be in the capable hands of 
our assistant, Mr. Matthews. 
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Che Glory Of Che Eternal Purpose 


Che birth of Jesus in the manger 
at Bethlehem was not a fortuitous 
event. It did not just happen. Paul 
the Apostle speaks of “the eternal 
purpose which He (God) purposed 
in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 3:11). 

The first reference chronological- 
ly to the birth of Jesus in the whole 
New Testament is in one of Paul’s 
earliest epistles, Galatians 4:4,5. 
That epistle, everyone knows, was 
written before Mark and Matthew 
penned their Gospels, and long be- 
fore John wrote his prologue: 


When the fullness of the time was 
God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, 
To redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. 


come, 


This was written centuries before 
the Christian Church began to ob- 
serve the birthday of Jesus. Yet it 
tells when Christ came, how He 
came, whence He came, and the pur- 
pose of His coming. 


According to both John and Paul, 
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the birth of our Saviour at Bethle- 
hem was the one divine event in 
which all other events culminated. 
This was the crisis of history, the 
goal of Old Testament prophecy, 
the greatest occurrence since the cre- 
ation, and therefore once again “the 
morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy 
(Job 38:7). . 


In our day we are told to look 
for “the historic Jesus,” the Man of 
Galilee, a teacher sent of God, the 
friend of the outcast and the op- 
pressed, the critic of society and the 
Jewish Church, very like other great 
reformers even in His limitations. 
But a merely human Christ, no mat- 
ter how humane and tender, cannot 
suffice. We need the Lord of Glory, 
the Christ of eternal love and eternal 
redemption. We need a Saviour 
who is alive forevermore and who 
abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to the world by His In- 
carnation. — Samuel M. Zwemer, 
“The Glory of the Manger,” The 
American Tract Society. 











Organic Merger 


In connection with his first re- 
port from the San Francisco As- 
sembly of the NCC, Editor Aiken 
Taylor made this observation: If 
speeches at the men’s assembly are 
any indication of the pattern Na- 
tional Council of Churches debate is 
to take during the general assembly, 
the emphasis will be on the organic 
of all the denominations 
rather than cooperation between the 
denominations as heretofore. Throw- 
ing all pretense of interest in mere 
cooperation to the winds, Dr. Eu- 
gene Carson Blake, stated clerk of 
the Northern Presbyterians, in a 
sermon at Grace Cathedral Dec. 4 
offered for a 
plan of union between the Epis- 
copalian, Presbyterian, Methodist 
and United Church of Christ de- 
nominations. In a prepared reply 
to Dr. Blake’s proposals, Bishop 
James A. Pike of the Episcopalian 


merger 


concrete proposals 





Church expressed his personal en- 
dorsement. 


At a later press conference Bishop 
John Wesley Lord of the Methodist 
Church, Washington Area; and Dr. 
Fred Hoskins of New York and Dr. 
James E. Wagner of Philadelphia, 
co-presidents of the United Church 
of Christ; joined in warmly endors- 
ing the proposal. Declared Bishop 
Lord: “We can no longer afford 
the luxury of our separate ways 
Dr. Wagner, observing that the Dis- 
ciples of Christ may well be includ- 
ed among the denominations named, 
because negotiations between the 
United Church and the Disciples 
are soon to begin, declared: “A 
proposal of this kind is one of the 
inevitable fruits of the type of co- 
operation represented by the NCC.” 
A name for the new super church 
was suggested early in the proceed- 
ings: the Reformed and Catholic 
Church in the U. S. A. 
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Pageantry Heralds 
10th NCC Assembly 


SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.—The 5th 
triennial General Assembly of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches began its 
sessions in public ceremonies at the 
civic auditorium here amid the pag- 
eantry of hundreds of robed repre- 
sentatives, music by the University of 
California’s Chamber Band and an ad- 
dress by Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, Pres- 
ident of the NCC. Bishop John Wes- 
ley Lord of the Methodist Church pre- 
sided. 


Before the Assembly ends 70 active 
Departments through which the Na- 
tional Council carries out its work 
will have reported, many dozens of 
sessions (as many as 47 meetings at 
the same time) related to the Assembly 
will have taken place, eight plenary 
meetings and two general public meet- 
ings will have been held, many special 
gatherings of major Divisions and oth- 
er units will have taken place, general 
plans for the next decade and detailed 
plans for the next triennium will have 
been announced and a new President 
will have been invested. 


A Message to the Churches reflect- 
ing the mind of this Assembly on 
everything from disarmament to birth 
control will also have been read, ap- 
proved and ordered published. 


Simultaneous with the General As- 
embly, the Assembly sessions of the 
four major divisions of the NCC are 
being held. This really means there 
are five Assemblies in session during 
the week. Each of the four Divisions is 
eonducting its separate business 
throughout the week and the entire 
General Assembly is also conducting 
it business. 


Just how this simultaneous program 
works is illustrated by the activities of 
the Christian Education Division. This 
Division’s Assembly is also the occasion 
of the 24th Quadrennal Convention of 
the Sunday School movement, an un- 
broken succession of international 
meetings for nearly 100 years. 


Thus it can be said that the gather- 
ing here is the 24th International Sun- 


1960 





day School Convention; it is also an 
Assembly of the Division of Christian 
Education of the NCC; and it is a 
General Assembly of the NCC itself. 


Other Divisions throughout which 
the Council’s 70 Departments are scat- 
tered include: Christian Life and 
Work, Foreign Missions and Home 
Missions. All four will submit their 
activities for scrutiny and approval as 
the General Assembly takes stock of 
itself after 10 years of existence and 
makes elaborate plans for the future. 


Informed sources predict that a 
closer cooperation between the 33 
member Churches and a more unified 
and effective guidance of the Churches 
by the Council will eventuate from 
this meeting. Most of the Depart- 
ments are recommending a more in- 
timate involvement in the activities 
of the Churches they are designed to 
lead. Some Departments are frankly 
suggesting in their reports that the 
member Churches should allow them 
to establish policies and make plans 
affecting their denominational work. 


It is understood that in certain areas 
of concern, such as foreign missions, 
some member Churches are now using 
almost exclusively literature and pro- 
motional programs prepared by the 
National Council and published by the 
Friendship Press, the publishing house 
of the Division of Foreign Missions. 


Prior to the Assembly’s opening, a 
two-day “popular” meeting of dele- 
gates and visitors was held. This men’s 
Assembly was closed with an address 
by Dr. Billy Graham on “Commitment 
Through Vocation.” Dr. Graham chal- 
lenged his audience so to surrender 
themselves to Christ as to make every 
vocation a Christian calling. 


Germans Warn Parents 


On Children’s Gifts 


NUREMBERG, Germany — (RNS) 
— Protestant and Roman Catholic 
groups in West Germany have appealed 
to parents not to give their children 
war toys for Christmas. Typical of 
such pleas was one in a diocesan week- 
ly paper. Noting that several foreign 
toy firms were offering “fully mecha- 
nized atomic guns and mobile rocket 
launching bases,” the paper said: “It 
goes without saying that such horrible 
things are not suitable toys and all 
the less an appropriate Christmas 
gift.” 
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This is an artist’s conception of the completed building of the Synod of 
Florida’s Bradenton home for senior citizens. 


Activity Increases in 


The Christmas season with its em- 
phasis on ministerial relief and care 
for the aged this year finds increased 
activity by Presbyterians and other 
Protestants in the field of retirement 
home construction and operation. Re- 
cent developments reported include 
the following: 


Presbyterian Homes of the Synod of 
Florida is constructing its first unit, 
a five-story apartment building for 
160 residents. The $1.4 million con- 
crete and steel home will be ready for 
occupancy in the spring of 1961. Its 
dormitory section will include single 
and double room apartments, each 
with its own bath. A connecting one- 
story section houses an infirmary, ad- 
ministrative offices, dining room and 
kitchen, and entertainment facilities. 


The Bradenton unit and other pos- 
sible homes of its type are under the 
control of a 22-member board elected 
from the Synod of Florida. Chairman 
of the board is the Rev. Thomas P. 
Johnston of Dunedin. Administrator 
of the Bradenton unit is Robert Lin- 
coln Parry. 


Louisiana Presbyterians are consid- 
ering the possibilities of operating a 
home for retired members of the 
Church. The Presbyterian Foundation 
of Louisiana, an agency of the Synod, 
has announced that if there is suf- 
ficient demand it will open a residence 
in Shreveport. The initial announce- 
ment said the residence would not be 
a full-fledged home for the aging, but, 
in reality, a preliminary step to de- 
termine need and gain operating ex- 
perience. 


Cleveland Presbytery (UPUSA), 
through Ohio Presbyterian Homes, is 
planning a three-unit home for the 
aged to house a total of 300 persons. 


Care for Aging Field 


The first unit will be a nursing cente: 
for 50 bed patients; the second an ef- 
ficiency suite type building for 100 
persons; the third a building for 150. 
Akron is the site. 


Evangelical and Reformed Church 
retired ministers would be housed in 
homes authorized by the denomina- 
tion’s General Council at its fall meet- 
ing. A commission was instructed to 
prepare plans and apply for a low-in- 
terest loan from the federal govern- 
ment for buildings of apartment units. 
Preferred sites include Webster Groves, 
Mo.; Lancaster, Pa.; and Chicago, 
where the Church has seminaries. 


The Hermitage, a $3 million non- 
denominational home for 228 aging 
persons, will be built at Alexandria, 
Va., by the Virginia Methodist Con- 
ference by 1962. There will be a con- 
necting health center for 96 patients. 
Included in the eight-story main struc- 
ture will be 160 efficiency apartments, 


24 two-room apartments and 10 de- 
luxe suites. 


Tuff Memorial Home in the com- 
munity of Hills, Minn., was dedicated 
this fall by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. It was made possible through 
a bequest of Gilbert Tuff, a farmer, 
who said it was his conviction that the 
aged in rural areas need the same 
modern facilities available to persons 
in larger communities. 


North Texas Methodists have been 
issued a special permit to build a $1.5 
million home for the aged in a resi- 
dential area along the shores of White 
Rock Lake in Dallas. It will house 112 
persons in four residential-type build- 
ings. 
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Sometimes we say the day of mir- 
acles is past because we are looking 
for them in the wrong place. The 
four Gospels record a miracle which 
even the scholarly custodians of the 
Law of ancient Israel failed to recog- 
nize. A Child born in the feed box 
of a Judean livery stable. 


The little town of Bethlehem, where 
Mary and Joseph tarried for a few 
days and where the Child was born, 
had no commercial or industrial sig- 
nificance. Nazareth, their permanent 
address, was one of the smaller cities 
under the Roman government and did 
not bear a good reputation. From 
the point of view of the government 
one more taxable citizen had been 
added to the rolls of the assessor. Who 
would ever think of a miracle being 
concealed in such ordinary wrappings? 
Just the old, old story, commonplace 
to every age and every clime — a 


mother and her new-born babe. That 
was all. 
But a miracle there was. It was 


felt at the Jordan, where John the 
Baptist was preaching. It shook the 
shores of the sea of Galilee. It flashed 
out along the highways of Judea. It 
jolted the populace of the city of 
Jerusalem. It culminated in a cruci- 
fixion, outside the city walls, but not 
until this unusual Man, Who was as 
much at home in the realm of the Di- 
vine as in the realm of the human, 
was known by name to every beggar 
and prince, every leper and blind man, 
every housewife and child in the en- 
tire region. 


The real miracle of Christmas is 
Jesus, the Christ. “In the fullness of 
time” there was born a Son of Man 
Who is also the Son of God. Right 


Che Miracle of Christmas 





JOHN FRANKLIN TROUPE, D.D. 


there began an irresistible sweep for- 
ward in the affairs of men that has 
changed the thoughts, ideals, aspira- 
tions and objectives of the human race. 
And in that mighty surge we are 
presently involved. 


Jesus Christ is the Supreme Sur- 
prise of the centuries. Into this world 
of imperfect men, with imperfect in- 
stitutions and imperfect religions He 
came with a justice, a holiness, a good- 
ness and a truth that have never been 
equalled. This is the great miracle of 
history, one which could have been 
accomplished only by Him Who is 
“very God of very God and very Man 
of very man.” Through His birth, 
life, crucifixion and resurrection He 
has brought new hope into the world. 


The Jews lost that hope of Israel’s 
destiny when they rejected Him as 
the Christ. Today they, and their 
spiritual counterparts who reject Him 
as the eternal Son of God, worship in 
elegant mausoleums housing only the 
relics of a living faith. All who do 
not know Him as very God of very God 





In Calvin’s Day— 


Have you heard that in Calvin’s 
Geneva you could have been fined 
or imprisoned for celebrating 
Christmas? Like Mardi Gras which, 
in South America, is forbidden to 
Protestant Christians, Christmas in 
those days was too much a “Popish 
holiday.” Citizens of Geneva who 
absented themselves from work were 
carefully questioned to make sure 
they had a legitimate excuse and 
were not just observing the day. 
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in a sense are left only with the lost 
hope of Israel. 


But those who accept Him receive 
power and embrace the Comforter, 
making them to become sons of God. 
Their hope is certain and it is renewed 
daily through personal contact with 
God the Holy Spirit, the One through 
Whom Christ now guides His own in 
the way of truth. 


Once a year we turn again to hear 
a special call to own Jesus Christ as 
our Friend and Saviour. At Christ- 
mas He is presented in the tenderest 
and most appealing manner known to 
man, namely as a little child. How 
can any normal parent escape the tug- 
ging at the heart-strings of a new- 
born babe? How can any human be- 
ing ignore it? Childhood speaks a 
universal language. That is why God 
sent His only begotten Son into the 
world as a child. He belongs to all 
humanity. He is the Saviour of the 
world. Ultimately He will rule the 
world. 


The present day world-wide wave 
of revolution against all types of ty- 
ranny is simply the beginning of the 
universal explosion of God’s Dyna- 
mite which will finally result in “a 
new heaven and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” As we re- 
think Christmas, we will find ourselves 
more actively engaging in the world- 
wide crusade for the salvation of souls 
and the uplifting of humanity, for you 
cannot go about saying that the Christ 
Child is the Saviour of the world with- 
out doing something about it. When 
the Miracle of Christmas takes place 
in our hearts, we too become miracles 
of faith, hope and love in activity. 


—Telford, Penna. 





Looking 
Unto 


Jesus 








By Theodore Monod 


Translated from the French by Helen Willis 








... “Looking unto Jesus” .... 


(Hebrews 12:2) 


Only three words, 
but in those three words 
is the whole secret of life. 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 
in the Scriptures, 

to learn there what He is, what He 
has done, what He gives, what He de- 
sires; to find in His character ow 
pattern, in His teachings our instruc- 
tion, in His precepts our law, in His 
promises our support, in His person 
and in His work a full satisfaction pro- 
vided for every need of our souls. 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


Crucified, 
to find in His shed blood our ransom, 
our pardon, our peace. 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


Risen, 
to find in Him the righteousness whic! 
alone makes us righteous, and permits 
us, all unworthy as we are, to draw 
near with boldness, in His Name, to 
Him who is His Father and our Fath- 
er, His God and our God. 

LOOKING UNTO JESUS 

Glorified, 
to find in Him our Heavenly Advocat« 
completing by His intercession the 
work inspired by His loving kindness 
for our salvation; (I John 2:1) Who 
even now is appearing for us befor 
the face of God (Heb. 9:24), the 
kingly Priest, the spotless Victim con- 
tinually bearing the iniquity of ow 
holy things (Ex. 28:38). 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


revealed by the Holy Spirit, 

to find in constant communion with 
Him the cleansing of our sin stained 
hearts, the illumination of our dark 
ened spirits, the transformation of ow 
rebel wills; enabled by Him to triump! 
over all attacks of the world and of 
the evil one resisting their violence by 
Jesus our Strength, and overcoming 
their subtilty by Jesus our Wisdom; 
upheld by the sympathy of Jesus, Who 
was spared no temptation, and by the 
help of Jesus, Who yielded to none. 
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LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


Who gives repentance 
as well as forgiveness of sins (Acts 
5:31) because He gives us the grace 
to recognize, to deplore, to confess, 
and to forsake our transgressions. 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


To receive from Him the task and 
the cross for each day, with the grace 
which is sufficient to carry the cross 
and to accomplish the task; the grace 
that enables us to be patient with His 
patience, active with His activity, lov- 
ing with His love; never asking ““What 
am I able for?” and waiting for His 
strength which is made perfect in our 
weakness. (II Cor. 12:9). 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


to go forth from ourselves and to 
forget ourselves; so that our darkness 
may flee away before the brightness 
of His face; so that our joys may be 
holy, and our sorrow restrained; that 
He may cast us down and that He 
may raise us up that He may afflict 
us, and that He may comfort us; that 
He may despoil us and that He may 
enrich us; that He may teach us to 
pray, and that He may answer our 
prayers; that while leaving us in the 
world, He may separate us from it, 
our life being hidden with Him in God, 


and our behavior bearing witness to 


Him before men. 
LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


Who, having returned to the Fath- 
er’s house, is engaged in preparing a 
place there for us; so that this joy- 
ful prospect may make us live in hope 
and prepare us to die in peace, when 
the day shall come for us to meet this 
last enemy, whom He has overcome 
for us, whom we shall overcome 
through Him — so that what was once 
the king of terrors is today the har- 
binger of eternal happiness. 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


Whose certain return, 
at an uncertain time, is from age to 
age the expectation and the hope of 
the faithful Church, who is encouraged 
in her patience, watchfulness and joy 
by the thought that the Saviour is at 
hand. (Phil. 4:4, 5:1; I Thess. 5:23). 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


the Author and the Finisher 

of our faith: that is to say, He Who 
is its pattern and source, even as He 
is its object; and Who from the first 
step even to the last marches at the 
head of the believers: so that by Him 
our faith may be inspired, encouraged, 
sustained, and led on to its supreme 
consummation. 





LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


and at nothing else, 
as our text expresses it in one un- 
translatable word (aphoroontes), which 
at the same time directs us to fix our 
gaze upon Him, and to turn it away 
from everything else. 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


as long as we remain on the earth, 
unto Jesus from moment to moment, 
without allowing ourselves to be dis- 
tracted by memories of a past which 
we should leave behind us, nor by oc- 
cupation with a future of which we 
know nothing. 


UNTO JESUS NOW 
if we have never looked unto Him— 
UNTO JESUS AFRESH 


if we have ceased doing so— 


UNTO JESUS ONLY 
UNTO JESUS ALWAYS 


awaiting the hour when He will call 
us to pass from earth to heaven, from 
time to eternity.— 


The promised hour, the blessed hour 
when at last “we shall be like Him, 
for we shall see Him as He is.” (I 


John 3:2). 








Born of the Vixgin Ma... 


The virgin birth belongs to that essential and primitive and permanent 
Christianity which is truly universal. 
the epistles of Ignatius, in the apologies of Aristides and of Justin, in 
the writings of Irenaus, Tertullian, Clement and Origen. 
we find it in all the great creeds of Christendom. 
by everybody and everywhere in the Christian Church. 
it a stumblingblock do so through their own unbelief. 


Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. 


Evidence for it can be found in 


Subsequently, 
It was believed always 
Those who make 
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Can Chis Be Christmas ? 





M. R. DeHaan, M.D. 


What meaneth all this fuss and worry? 
Whence go these crowds to run and scurry? 

Why all the lights —— the Christmas trees? 
And the silly “fat man,” tell me, please! 


Why, don’t you know? This is the day 
When everybody should be gay, 
For this is Christmas! 


So this is Christmas, do you say? 

But where is Christ this Christmas Day? 
Has He been lost among the throng? 

His voice drowned out by empty song? 


No, He’s not here — you'll find Him where 
Some humble soul now kneels in prayer; 
There you'll find Christ — not Christmas. 


But see the many fickle thousands 
Who gather on this Christmas Day, 
Whose hearts have never yet been opened, 
Or said to Him, “Come in to stay.” 


In countless homes the candles burning, 
In countless hearts expectant yearning 
For gifts and presents, food and fun, 
And laughter till the day is done. 


But not a tear or grief or sorrow 

For Him so poor He had to borrow 
A crib, a colt, a boat, a bed 

Where He could lay His weary head. 


I'm sick of all this empty celebration, 
Of feasting, drinking, recreation; 
I'll go instead to Calvary. 
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And there I'll kneel with those who know 
The meaning of that manger low, 


And find the CHRIST — not Christmas. 


I leap by faith across the years 
To that great day when He appears 
The second time, to rule and reign, 
To end all sorrow, death, and pain. 


In endless bliss we then shall dwell 
With Him who saved our souls from Hell. 
And worship HIM — not Christmas! 


JOURNAL / DECEMBER 21, 1960 











peta marina ovat 


ot pnp vane esd ht aca 

















the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ... 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as a 
success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


aa 





SOUTH CAROLINA 








Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store, 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
peng. Ss. C. 

. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. 8. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Megr.-Prop. 
Pelk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, Ss. Cc. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. 

J. E. Smith, Mer.- Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky 

Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk a Co. 

Corbin, 

W. C. pe Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Megr.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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BDIJOHRTALS 


They Have Streamlined Christ 


They have put Christ and His dis- 
ciples in casual shirts and clamdigger- 
type pants. Without the help of a bar- 
ber they have shortened the hair and 
the beards to give a more up-to-date 
appearance. Old Testament prophets 
and patriarchs, kings and psalmists al- 
so have the 20th century look. 


Bible stories are also told in nursery 
rhyme fashion. Here is how the story 
of the nativity is retold: 


“The cow munches hay; 


The horse 
stall. 


stamps his feet in his 


And gray donkey watches them all. 


That’s how it was the first Christ- 
mas.” 


The emphasis is on the stable steamy 
from the breath of cattle and sheep. 
There are no wise men bearing gifts, 
and no flights of angels. The accent 
is on the manger and the domestic an- 
imals. 


All this is supposed to be for chil- 
dren aged three to six. 


It is the United Church of Christ 
(formed by the union of the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church with the 
Congregational Christian Churches) 
that is doing this. Church leaders have 
spent eight years and a million dollars 
on the development of the new cur- 
riculum. The purpose is to make Sun- 
day School more interesting to chil- 
dren. 


The argument used by the director 
of children’s work runs as follows: 


“The three-to-six-year-olds are crea- 
tures of the here and now. They un- 
derstand best their own immediate ex- 
perience. They are not skilled with 
words, and have almost no ability to 
deal with abstractions. . . 


What is wrong with stimulating chil- 
dren’s imaginations? To say that they 
are creatures of the here and now is 
not giving them much credit. Will all 
the fairy tales have to be rewritten 
because children don’t wear glass slip- 
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pers like Cinderella or because they 
have never seen a giant or a castle? 
Will all history have to be rewritten 
or re-pictured because Columbus did 
not sail on the latest atomic submarine 
or George Washington did not wear a 
uniform like that of Eisenhower or of 
a space man? 


Will Shakespeare appeal only if 
Hamlet wears an ivy league suit or 
King John looks like the Duke of Ed- 
inburgh? This summer, as usual, we 
attended the Shakespeare Festival at 
Stratford, Ontario. The costumes cost- 
ing hundreds of thousands of dollars, 


were not a bit contemporary. Yet at 
each performance there were 2,200 
people and among them children. I am 


sure that no one, not even the children, 
who are supposed to be creatures of 
the here and now, failed to get the 
impact of each play. 
“Pinafore” in which the players and 
singers wore costumes that did 
come from Saks, Fifth Ave. 


We also enjoyed 


not 


If children are creatures of the here 
and now, when will they ever get to 
learn the sense of history which is cer- 
tainly not just contemporary? Will 
history mean nothing to them unless 
Sir Walter Raleigh drives up in a hot 
rod? Will Valley Forge mean noth- 
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ing to them unless there is also the 
latest gas burner in the picture? Why 
not leave something to their imagina- 
tions and minds? After all that is 
what real education deals with... 


Then there is something else. 


The nursery rhyme about the na- 
tivity does not mention the wise men 
nor flights of angels. We know the 
wise 


men were not at the manger. 
They came later to the house. But 
what about the angels over Bethle- 


hem’s meadows? Are the children not 
to hear of that bit of revelation? If 
this is so, somebody is robbing the 
Word the children of 
truth 


and revealed 


In education in the home, the school, 
and the church it is not simply a mat- 
ter of what the children might want 
to hear and learn; it is also a matter of 
what they should learn. 


Putting Christ in slacks is not exactly 
the answer. How would the crown of 
thorns fit into that picture? 


-Adapted from 
The Sunday School Guide, 
Holland, Mich. 


Preaches ‘Wrong’ 
Doctrine—Protestant 


Ruled Off Air 

Rev. Robert P. Dugan, Jr., pastor 
of True Memorial Baptist Church, Ro- 
chester, New Hampshire, has _ been 
from broadcasting over radio 
station WWNH of that city at least 
temporarily because he presented over 
the air a Protestant interpretation of 
Matthew 16:13-20. The passage con- 
tains the famous passage, “‘Thou art 
Peter and upon this rock I will build 
my church.” Also the equally famous 
of Peter: “Thou art the 
Son of the Living God.” 


barred 


confession 
Christ, the 


Catholics claim that Peter was the 
rock and that the church was built 
on him as the first Pope. Most Prot- 
estants say that Peter’s confession was 
the rock and that the church is built 
on this. Supposing he was in a free 
country, Mr. Dugan in one of a series 
of radio sermons gave the Protestant 
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interpretation in his broadcast on Sep- 
tember 11th. Before long a carefully 
organized phone-call campaign was un- 
der way. The station was pressured 
in all the usual ways and finally ca- 
pitulated to the bigots. Mr. Dugan 
was informed that his preaching of the 
Protestant doctrine over the air violat- 
ed the station’s “trust” since he had 
chosen a “controversial” subject. Dr. 
Dugan vainly pleaded that his sermon 
had not been anti-Catholic, only pro- 
Protestant. He stated that if he were 
not free to preach such a Protestant 
doctrine then every Protestant church 
might as well close its doors. 


The editors of the Manchester Union 
Leader sided squarely with the station. 
Their disturbing comment: “WWNH 
has only done what any other radio 
station would do under similar circum- 
stances.’’-——From Church And State. 


That Word ‘Sectarian’ 


In an interesting commentary on af- 
fairs in the church-state struggle, the 
Rev. E. R. McLean, a Canadian min- 
ister, has observed that a new mean- 
ing is now being assigned to the word 
“sectarian” by opponents of religion 
in the public schools. 


Originally prohibition against “‘sec- 
tarian” teaching was intended to mean 
denominational teaching of Christi- 
anity, he said. Today the word is be- 
ing used to suggest that Christianity 
itself is a “sect,” to be compared to 
Buddhism, Judaism and other systems. 
In other words the “sectarian” label 
is being applied to Christianity itself 
in order to keep everything Christian 
out of America’s classrooms. 


The aggression, of course, is being 
committed by 
nostic or 
nounced 


persons avowedly ag- 
atheistic. It is their an- 
intention to “emancipate” 
America from the “superstition” of re- 


ligious faith. 


The entire movement has the tacit 
endorsement of too many well-inten- 
tioned but mistaken Christians. It 
should be resisted by every possible 
means. 
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Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


CHRISTMAS IN THE HEART 


The wonder of Christmas can never 
be appreciated until the Christ of 
Bethlehem becomes a guest in the hu- 
man heart. 


Commemoration of God’s entrance 
into history in the person of His Son 
has secularized and com- 
mercialized that to many it is no more 
than a pagan holiday, dedicated to the 
satisfaction of the flesh and devoid of 
spiritual significance. 


become so 


That there was no room for Him 
in the inn was prophetic of His status 
for millions today, for He is neither 
wanted nor welcomed by many. 


Our Lord’s birth in a stable was 
likewise prophetic of the role humility 
must play in the hearts and minds of 
men if Christ is to rule. 


One can imagine the smug com- 
placency of those so fortunate as to 


have secured shelter in the inn that 
starry night. Complacent when the 
Son of God was to be cradled in a 


manger only a few feet.away; Com- 
placent while the heavenly host spoke 
to men out on the hillside, men whose 
hearts were softened and ready, cap- 
able of receiving and acting on the 
message of the Saviour’s advent. 


Was there a prophetic note in the 
smugness and complacency of some 
that night? Was there a _ prophetic 
note in the open hearts and willing 
minds of those humble shepherds to 
whom the of the 
revealed? 


message Lord was 


What does Christmas mean to you? 
To me? 


The first 
step in 


Christmas was an historic 
God’s calendar of Eternity. 
Planned in the council halls of Heaven 
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before 
man’s 


the Creation, God knew of 
coming separation from Him 
and He prepared the only Way. Christ, 
the Son, shared in those plans and 
on that first Christmas came back to 
the world He had created, a world 
marred by revolt and disobedience. 


Is Christmas to us chiefly a time of 
giving and receiving of things? Has 
the Christ of Christmas been assigned 
to a place in the stable while we cel- 
ebrate in the inn? Is the message of 
the angels drowned out by the din 
of the market place? 


Let us take care lest we lose the 
message of Christmas and in losing 
that message lose the Christ of Christ- 
mas. All about us there is the in- 
cessant babbling of a lost and dying 
world; of a world gone and looking 
for pleasure, excitement, gracious liv- 
ing; a world which cares not that the 
Redeemer has come, and that the 
hour is very late. 


But to meek souls everywhere the 
message of Christmas is one of peace, 
comfort, hope — for it is to such that 
He comes and takes up His abode in 
their hearts. 


Before the century had passed the 
Holy Spirit spoke and the aged apostle 
John wrote of the Christ of Bethlehem, 
now the crucified and risen Saviour, 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock: 
if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and 
sup with him, and he with Me.” 


Christmas is devoid of meaning for 
you, and for me, until the gentle knock 
has been heard and the door of our 
hearts joyfully opened to the One who 
alone has the right to reign in our 
lives. 


The feasting of Christmas has no 
significance until we have supped with 
Him, and He with us. 


The Bethlehem story means nothing 
to us until hearing it we too make 
known abroad the greatest message 
this world has ever heard: “For unto 
you is born this day . . . a Saviour, 


which is Christ the Lord.” 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 1, 


1961 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Gospel of The Son of God 


Bible Material: John 1; 20:30-31 
Devotional Reading: I John 1:1-8 


“Clement of Alexandria says, ‘Last of all, John, ob- 
serving that in the other Gospels those things were 
related that concerned the body (of Christ), and be- 
ing persuaded by his friends and also moved by the 
Spirit of God, wrote a spiritual Gospel.’ Speaking of 
the four Gospels, Gregory Nazianzen says, ‘Matthew 
wrote the wonderful works of Christ for the Jew; Mark 
for the Roman; Luke for the Greeks. John, a herald, 
who reaches the very heavens, for all.’” (Analytical 
Bible) . John, in chapter 20:31 tells us why he wrote 
this Gospel: “But these are written, that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through His name.” 
As we begin the study of this “Spiritual Gospel” may 
we pray for the presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
to enlighten our hearts and minds so we can under- 
stand its wonderful truths. 


Before going any further I wish to say that I am 
using Bishop Ryle’s Expository Notes on John to help 
me in preparing these lessons. I learned many years 
ago that his commentary on John was the best written 
on this Gospel, and I have seen no reason to change 
my opinion about it. If you get a of this 
old book, by all means get it. 


can copy 


John begins with a word about Christ’s pre-existence. 
Let us see what this means. 


We are Trinitarians and I want to quote some ques- 
tions and answers from the Larger Catechism to show 
just what we mean when we say that we hold the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. Begin with Question 8: “Are 
there more gods than one?” “There is but one only, 
the living and true God.” (After each answer there 
are given proof texts). Question 9: “How many per- 
sons are there in the Godhead?” “There are three Per- 
sons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost; and these three are One true, eternal God, 
the same in substance, equal in power and glory: al- 
though distinguished by their personal properties.” 
Question 10: “How doth it appear that the Son and 
the Holy Ghost are God equal with the Father?” The 
Scriptures manifest that the Son and the Holy Ghost 
are God equal with the Father, ascribing unto them 
such names, attributes, works, and worship, as 
proper to God only.” 


are 


We find proof of this doctrine in this first chapter 
of John. Verse 18, for instance, reads, ““No man hath 
seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is 
in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.” 
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Verse 32: “And John bare record, saying, I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
upon Him.” 


John, in his Gospel, is proving to us beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, that Jesus Christ is the eternal 
Son of God, equal with the Father in power and glory. 
We wish to notice some of the things he says about 
Christ in our lesson for today. 


I. Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 


“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” This is one of 
the most sublime sentences in the Bible. God is ex- 
pressing Himself and He does this through the Son: 
“He hath declared Him.” He was co-existent with 
God: “The same was in the beginning with God.” 


“All things were made by Him: and without Him 
was not anything made that was made.” We read in 
the first chapter of Genesis: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” John tells us that 
it was the Son Who was the active Agent in creation. 
Thus we find that Christ did what only God can do: 
create the world and everything in it. This shows 
that He was one with God, equal in power. 


“In Him was life; and the life was the light of men 

It was a light which the darkness could not put out. 
Think of what the sun means to this earth of ours! 
All this, and more, Jesus Christ means to a world 
which is full of spiritual darkness. “I am the light of 
the world,” said Jesus, later on in this Gospel. The 
source of all spiritual light, the Son of the living God. 
The whole world was in the darkness of sin; the light of 
the world is Jesus. 


Verse 10 and 11 are sad verses: “He was in the 
world, and the world was made by Him, and the world 
knew Him not.” The emperor in Rome paid no atten- 
tion to Him; Herod tried to kill Him. The world was 
busy with its own affairs, unaware of the presence of 
its Creator. The next verse is even sadder: “He came 
unto His own and His own received Him not. The 
Jewish nation had the covenants and promises and a 
revelation of the coming of their Messiah. It was 
as if a man came to his own house and family and 
found the door locked in his face. 


But there were some who were looking for Him and 
were ready to accept Him as their Saviour. The Gospels 
tell us of these men and women who received Him and 
became His disciples: the “born again,” to whom He 
gave the right to be the sons of God. 


“And the Word was made flesh.” 


The eternal Son 
of God became a real man. 


Larger Catechism: “How 
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did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?” 
“Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking to Him- 
self a true body, and a reasonable soul, being con- 
ceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, of her substance, and born of her, 
yet without sin.” He was hungry and thirsty and 
tired and troubled, and tempted in all points like 
as we are, yet without sin. 


“And of His fulness have all we received, and grace 
for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ.” God's law is holv 
and just and good. But we have broken the law and 
stand condemned and guilty before God. The penalty 
is death: “Death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.” The law is our schoolmaster, to bring 
us to Christ, that we might be saved by grace: “We 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
He was rich, vet for our sakes He became poor, that 
we through His poverty might be made rich.” 


“No man hath seen God at any time; the only be- 
gotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He 
hath declared Him.” “He that hath seen Me hath seen 
the Father.” Jesus came to reveal God, and we see 
God in the face of Jesus Christ, Who is the express 
image of His person. 


“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
Sin of the world.” John was of a priestly family and 
it was very natural for him to apply this name, “Lamb 
of God,” to the Saviour. All the Old Testament sacri- 
fices pointed to the Lamb slain before the foundation 
of the world. ‘My father,” said Isaac to Abraham as 
they went up the mountain together, “here is the wood 
and the fire, but where is the Lamb?” “God will pro- 
vide the lamb,” said his father. God in His mercy 
spared Isaac, Abraham’s son, but spared not His own 
Son but gave Him to take away the sin of the world. 
Not all the blood of beasts, on Jewish altars slain, could 
give the guilty conscience peace, or take away the 
stains: But Christ, the Heavenly Lamb takes all our 
sin away, a sacrifice of nobler name and richer blood 
than they. Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe. Sin 
had left a crimson stain; He washed it white as snow. 
All evangelical hymn books are full of this glorious 
truth. We are to behold the Lamb of God! 


For anyone who believes the first chapter of John’s 
Gospel there is abundant proof that Jesus Christ is 
the eternal Son of God, the Second Person of our 
Triune God, equal in power and glory with the Father. 
When we honor Him we honor the Father Who sent 
Him to take away the sin of the world. Believing in 
Him we have eternal life. 


II. John the Baptist. 


Notice the striking differences in what is said about 
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John and what is said about Christ. John the Baptist 
was one of the greatest of men, but he is but a witness 
of the Light. John said that he was a voice crying in 
the wilderness, not worthy to stoop down and unloose 
the shoe latchet of Jesus. “He must increase but I 
must decrease,” he said about Jesus. It would be hard 
to find a more perfect example of true humility. His 
business was to point men to Christ. 


Ill. Some early disciples. 


“Again the next day after John stood, and two of his 
disciples. And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God.” ‘They followed Jesus 
and became His disciples. One of them was Andrew 
who found his own brother, Simon, and brought him 
to Jesus. Jesus found Philip and called him and Philip 
found Nathanael. And so the little band of disciples 
grew. 


IV. “Come and See.” 


I would like to collect the truths of this chapter 
around these three words. 1. This is the invitation 
of Jesus. He invites us all to “Come and see.” 2. This 
is the message of every Gospel preacher. Like John 
the Baptist, they all say, Behold the Lamb of God: 
Come and see Jesus. 3. This is the word for all who 
call themselves by His Name: Come and see Jesus. 
We exalt Him, not ourselves. Come and see and then 
go out and tell others to come and see. 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR JANUARY 1, 1961 











By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





One Hundred Years Behind Us 


Scripture—Psalm 85 

Suggested Hymns— 
“Faith of Our Fathers, Living Sull” 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“Onward Christian Soldiers” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: As 
members of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, we now have one hundred years behind us. This 
year 1961 is our centennial year. The birthday of our 
Church is December 4, because it was on that day in 
1861 that the first General Assembly, of what is now 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., met in Augusta, Georgia. 
And now this is to be a year of celebration . . . a year 
of reviewing our history and heritage and a year of 
looking forward to future service. 


When we say that 1861 was the year our church came 
into being, we do not mean that it had no prior history 
at all. (Call name of first speaker) will tell us some- 
thing about the history of our church before 1861. 

FIRST SPEAKER: We believe that our form of 
doctrine and church government is that which is most 
clearly taught in the Bible. Properly speaking, a 
“Presbyterian” church is a church which has a repre- 
sentative form of government . . . being governed by 
elders who are elected by the people. The Greek word 
for elder is pres-bu-ter-os, and from this Greek word 
we get our name Presbyterian. 

The modern history of our form of government and 
belief goes back to the time of John Calvin, (1509- 
1564) the Reformer of Geneva. Calvin advocated the 
government of the church by elders, and he formulated 
a system of theology from the Bible, which is known as 
Calvinism, (or “Reformed”) theology. Calvinism cen- 
ters around the Biblical idea that God, as the Creator 
of all things, is the ruler of all He has created . . . that 
God is sovereign in creation, providence, and redemp- 
t1on. 

Calvinism spread rapidly over western Europe. By 
means of John Knox and certain English Puritans, who 
visited Calvin in Geneva, Calvinism spread to the 
British Isles where it was enthusiastically received. It 
was in Scotland that the Calvinists were first known 
as Presbyterians. While Calvinism was popular with 
the common people, the Roman Catholic Church was 
still the established church in much of Europe and the 
Church of England was the official Church of the 
British Isles. On Both the Isles and the continent Cal- 
vinists were the objects of bitter and cruel persecutions. 
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Many thousands lost their lives. What was the sham« 
of Europe was to become the blessing of America. 


Due in large part to the persecutions they experi 
enced in Europe, many of the earliest settlers in Amer- 
ica were Calvinists. There were Scottish Highlanders, 
Ulster Scots, and English Puritans from the British 
Isles. There were Calvinists from Holland, France, 
and Germany. The largest group was the Scotch-Irish 
(Scots who came by way of Northern Ireland). The 
Scotch-Irish formed the core of the Presbyterian Church 
in America, and many of other nationalities joined with 
them. The first American Presbytery was organized 
in 1705, the first Synod in 1717, and the first Presbytery 
in the South (Hanover in Virginia) in 1755. Since the 
Church of England was the established Church in most 
of the colonies, the Presbyterians were only “‘tolerated”’ 
at best, and it is not surprising that they took an active 
part in the War for Independence. George III of Eng- 
land referred to the war as a “Presbyterian rebellion.” 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America was organized in 1788, 
with two of its four Synods (Virginia and the Carolinas) 
in the South. The Church grew at a rapid rate during 
the early part of the 19th century, both in numbers and 
in influence and usefulness. Schools, colleges and sem 
inaries were established, many of them in the southern 
states. Successful mission programs were undertaken 
in destitute areas of America and in foreign countries. 
It is not extravagant to say that the Presbyterian Church 
had a profound intluence on the United States during 
those early, formative vears. This is the heritage ot 
our Church. 


PROGRAM LEADER: What were the events which 
led up to and brought about the separate existence of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States, which 
we sometimes call the “Southern Presbyterian Church?” 
(Call name of second speaker) can you tell us some- 
thing about this? 


SECOND SPEAKER: The Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. began its separate existence in 1861, but actually 
there had been two splits in the Presbyterian ranks 
prior to this. Under a Plan of Union adopted in 180] 
Presbyterian and Congregational churches cooperated 
to the extent of exchanging ministers. Practically speak- 
ing, this kind of cooperation seemed satisfactory, but 
the more conservative Presbyterians were worried about 
the liberal ideas which some of the Congregational 
ministers were preaching in Presbyterian churches. The 
conservatives had a majority in the 1837 General As- 
sembly, and they voted to declare the 1801 Plan of 
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Union unconstitutional and to cut off four synods 
which had been organized as a result of this cooperative 
effort. Liberal Presbyterians joined with the four 
ousted synods to form a new group called the New 
School Presbyterian Church. The conservatives were 
known as the Old School Presbyterian Church. More 
than three fourths of the Presbyterians in the southern 
states sided with the Old School. 


As political tension began to mount over the ques- 
tions of slavery and states rights, tensions also developed 
in the Churches. In the Methodist and Baptist denomi- 
nations divisions took place as early as 1845. In 1857 
the Presbyterian New School General Assembly adopted 
some strongly stated resolutions on these political ques- 
tions, and their southern churches withdrew to form 
a Church of their own they called the United Synod of 
the Presbyterian Church. 


During these difficult years the Old School Assembly 
(North and South) managed to stay unbroken but the 
breaking point was reached at the 1861 General As- 
sembly. Dr. Gardiner Spring, a prominent New York 
minister, introduced a strong resolution calling on all 
Presbyterians, North and South, to support the Federal 
Government in its conflict with the states that had 
already seceeded from the Union. Despite strong op- 
position from many moderate Northerners, such as Dr. 
Charles Hodge of Princeton, the resolution passed. 
Rather than repudiate their states, their congregations, 
and their families, the Southerners walked out of the 
meeting and out of the denomination. ‘They were per- 
suaded that the Church had no right to declare itself 
on a matter of political allegiance. 


In August 1861 a convention of Presbyterians met in 
\tlanta and made plans for a General Assembly to be 
held later in the year at Augusta, Georgia. On De- 
cember 4, 1861 this General Assembly convened at First 
Presbyterian Church, Augusta, Georgia, the Presby- 
terian Church in the Confederate States came into be- 
ing. In 1863 the new Church received into its ranks 
the United Synod (former New School Presbyterians 
who had withdrawn in 1857). In the reunion, the for- 
mer New School churches accepted the Old School 
theology, so there was no compromise of convictions in- 
volved in this merger. 


The minutes of the Southern Assemblies during the 
war years contain no harsh statements regarding the 
brethren in the North. On the other hand, the North- 
ern Assembly of 1862 and also following Assemblies 
charged the Southern brethren with treason and rebel- 
lion. It is likely that these charges came from the war 
lever of the times, but they only deepened the wounds 
which had already been opened. 


After the war, the Presbyterians in the South in- 
structed their people to obey the government, as the 
Bible taught, and they changed the name of their 
Church to The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. 


PROGRAM LEADER: That is the way our Church 
as we know it today began. Now, (call name of third 
speaker) will tell us briefly about the development of 
our Church through the years, and about its distinctive 
characteristics. 
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THIRD SPEAKER: Ours is a regional Church. 
Draw a line from Maryland to Missouri to Texas to 
Florida, and you will include our territory. The Church 
has experienced a steady growth during its first hun- 
dred years. It began with less than 100,000 members, 
and it now has approximately 900,000. The first Gen- 
eral Assembly declared its missionary interest and pur- 
pose. We now have an extensive home mission pro- 
gram and carry on organized work in nine foreign 
countries. In spite of the difficulties of the recon- 
struction years after the Civil War, existing schools, 
colleges, and seminaries were maintained. When times 
became more prosperous, new institutions were estab- 
lished. As the center of population shifted westward, 
the Church met the challenge by providing more 
churches and institutions. The recent shift in the na- 
tional population to the South has presented the 
Church with another challenge which it is now striving 
to meet. It is interesting to note that the membership 
of the Church has increased nearly eighty per cent in 
the last twenty years. 


In his book PRESBYTERIANS, THEIR HISTORY 
AND BELIEFS, Dr. Walter L. Lingle lists eight dis- 
tinctive characteristics of our Church. They are: 


1. A conviction that the Church is spiritual and not 
a political power. 


2. A Church conservative in its theology. 


+ ee 
> 


Church true to its missionary purpose. 


!. A Church almost unequaled in the generosity of 
of its contributions. 


5. A Church whose people have a great deal in com- 
mon with each other. 


6. A Church with a growing interest in evangelism. 


7. A Church well organized for the work of spiritual 
education. 


8. A Church with a spirit of friendly outreach to 
other Christians of the world. 


PROGRAM LEADER: These sketches should give 
us an idea of the valuable heritage we have as members 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. We 
should never fail to be thankful for it. Next week 
we shall devote our program to thinking about the fu- 
ture of our Church. 


Closing Prayer. 
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EXPERIMENTAL FILMSTRIP 
ON JOY GIFT IS POPULAR 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — The 
Board of Annuities and Relief has 
produced, as an experiment, a full 


color film strip promoting the annual 
Joy Gift. 


The film strip was prepared with 
recorded narration and music. It is 
14 minutes long and shows graphically 
the needs of the retired ministers of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
their dependents, how the Joy Gift 
helps to meet those needs and how 
one church went about collecting a 
maximum offering. 


The Rev. George R. Wright, as- 
sistant to the executive secretary of 
the Board, said the Board “was grati- 
fied that so many churches wanted 
the film strip,” and that they plan to 
“re-order the strip for the 1961 Joy 
Gift season.” The supply of 500 for 
this season was exhausted within days 
after announcement that the film strip 
was in the mails. 


Each film strip mailed was accom- 
panied by a “reader’s script” and the 
narrating record. 





CARDS IN 2 LANGUAGES 
GOING TO MISSIONARIES 


CROCKETT, Tex. — Writing Bible 
verses in Tshiluba for Christmas has 
been Miss Anna Mary Kuhnle’s year- 
round hobby, but this year the verses 
will be in Spanish. 


In 1955 Miss Kuhnle, of Crockett, 
began this project of writing these 
verses on old Christmas cards in a 
widely used tribal language of the 
interior Congo. Missionaries wel- 
comed them for use in their work and 
she soon enlisted the aid of other 
Texans — Campfire Girls and Women 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
They have sent between 2,000 and 
3,500 cards to the Congo each Christ- 
mas. 


This year the program has been ex- 
panded to include Mexico. Miss 
Kuhlne and her Texas friends will re- 
peat this project in Spanish. In order 
to get such a vast number of cards 
to the Presbyterian U. S. missionaries 
to distribute among the nationals, this 
church worker sets the verses in type, 
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has the sheet photographed and then 
the printing is done from that. 


This Texan also reported that the 
aid of Presbyterian groups in other 
states had been enlisted and they were 
all ‘“Tshiluba-ing.”’ However, this 
Christmas, the Mexican people will be 
the receivers of these cards from 
America. 


DR. CROWE INSTALLS 
MINISTER SON AGAIN 


MIAMI, Fla.—Dr. William Crowe of 
Talladega, Ala., moderator of the 
Presbyterian U. S. General Assembly 
in 1932, has preached the fourth in- 
stallation sermon for one of his min- 
ister sons. It was on the occasion of 
Dr. R. McFerran Crowe’s installation 
by Everglades Presbytery as pastor of 
Kendall Church here. The son was 
president of Belhaven College, Jack- 
son, Miss., before assuming the Flor- 
ida pastorate. 


The elder Dr. Crowe also performed 
similar duties for two other sons, Dr. 
William Crowe, Jr., pastor of the 
Roswell, Ga., church, and the Rev. 
W. M. Crowe, pastor of the Cascade 
Road church in Atlanta, Ga. 





TWINS BECOME ASSOCIATES 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Twin brothers 
were installed as associate pastors 
of two of the large churches of the 
Assembly within a period of two 
weeks. At Second church here, the 
Rev. Phil Esty was installed as as- 
sociate minister (with Dr. Henry E. 
Russell and Dr. Bruce Boney) Nov. 
13. Two weeks before he was a 
member of a commission that in- 
stalled his twin, Donald R. Esty, as 
associate minister at Birmingham’s 
South Highland church (with the 
Rev. Eugene Poe). 


The brothers were in the in- 
surance and banking business be- 
fore entering the ministry from 
Shenandoah church, Miami, during 
the Rev. Daniel Iverson’s ministry 


there. They graduated from Co- 
lumbia Seminary in 1953. They 
were assistant ministers in their 


respective congregations before be- 
ing called as associates. 

















MORE SPEAKERS NAMED 
FOR BIBLE CONFERENCE 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Executive 
committeemen of the Mountain Re- 
treat Association and of Montreat-An- 
derson College heard at their fall meet- 
ing that four more speakers have ac- 
cepted invitations to participate in the 
1961 Bible Conference, Aug. 10-23. 
They are: Dr. Louis Evans, minister 
at large for the UPUSA Church and 
former minister of the Hollywood 
(Calif.) First Church; Dr. Manford 
Geo. Gutzke of Columbia Seminary; 
Dr. Frank Crossley Morgan of Con- 
cord, N. C.; and Dr. John Sutherland 
Bonnell, pastor of New York City’s 
Fifth Avenue church. It had been pre- 
viously announced that Dr. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones of Westminster Chapel, 
London, will be on the program. 


The committeemen authorized the 
president to arrange for the Western 
North Carolina Planning Commission 
to develop a program for the expan- 
sion of Montreat. Appointment of a 
full-time director of development was 
also authorized. 


The association has employed Rob- 
ert Fakkema of Presbyterian College 
as Director of Christian Education for 
the conference season, succeeding Mrs. 
W. R. Smith, III. 





HOGREFE APPOINTED 


RICHMOND, Va. — Roy A. Hogrefe 
has been appointed acting secretary of 
the Division of Christian Teaching for 
the Board of Christian Education. He 
will fill the post until a successor is 
named to the Rev. William P. Ander- 
son, Jr., who is leaving the position 
to return to the pastorate. Mr. Hog- 
refe, who is currently director of chil- 
dren’s work, has been with the Board 
15 years and formerly was a public 
school administrator. 





P. C. CHOIR TOUR STARTS 


CLINTON, S. C. — The Presby- 
terian College choir, directed by Dr. 
Edouard Patte, began its 1960-61 con- 
cert season Nov. 20 at the George- 
town (S. C.) church. The singers 
were scheduled to give concerts for 
more than 26 congregations in four 
states this session. 
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1962 COMPLETION SEEN 
FOR CENTRE BUILDINGS 


DANVILLE, Ky.—Completon of a 
capital funds drive for $1.5 million 
will provide Centre College with new 
residences for all women students, new 
houses on campus for all fraternities, 
a new dining commons to serve the 
entire student body and a $275,000 
student center, according to President 
Thomas A. Spragens. He said com- 
pletion of the facilities is anticipated 
by January 1962. 


The president made the announce- 
ment in a letter to students and par- 
ents in which he revealed that fees 
will be increased by $170 for the 1961- 
62 school year and by another $100 
for the 1962-63 school year. He cited 
generally rising costs and increasing 
salary levels at all colleges as the 
cause. 


RED RIVER MEN ELECT 

RUSTON, La. — Henry G. Riser of 
the Ruston Church is the new presi- 
dent of the Laymen’s Association of 
Red River Presbytery. Elected to 
serve with him at the association’s an- 
nual meeting at Presbytery’s Camp 
Alabama were: Wilson Magee, Shreve- 
port, vice-president; Ted E. Haynes, 
Shreveport, secretary; Dr. Walter 
Ernst, Monroe, treasurer; Col. LeRoy 
B. Bible, Shreveport and Donald Lo- 
gan of West Monroe, district chair- 
man. 


Speakers at the meeting included 
Will Mann Richardson of Tyler, Texas, 
and John A. Richardson of Shreveport. 


SHREVEPORT, La. — Men of Red 
River Presbytery’s Western District 
heard the Rev. Frank McElroy, Congo 
missionary, at their fall round-up at 
First Church. About 115 from 12 
congregations attended the dinner 
meeting. 


SMALL CHURCH RECORD 


MEXICO, Mo. — Bethel church 
here, a member of the Barbee Me- 
morial Larger Parish which leads its 
Presbytery in per capita giving to be- 
nevolences, has established another rec- 
ord. The pastor, the Rev. B. A. 
Meeks, baptized five babies at one of 
the small church’s recent Sunday 
morning worship services. This is a 
record number for the church, he re- 
ported. 
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BARBECUE’ SITE MARKED 
LILLINGTON, N. C. — (PN) — 
A historical marker commemorating 
the founding of Barbecue Presby- 
terian Church in Broadway, N. C., 
near here, in 1758, has been un- 
veiled by the Harnett County His- 
torical Society. The unveiling ex- 
ercises came just a month after the 
church’s 202nd anniversary, October 
12, the date on which the first min- 
ister signed a contract to “expound 
the Gospel according to the Doc- 
trines and Discipline of the Church 
. of Scotland.” 


Strong tradition holds that the 
first services were held in the tap- 
room of John Dobbins’ Ordinary, 
with a whiskey barrel serving as a 
lectern for Preacher Campbell’s Bi- 
ble. The third building now stands 
on a nearby site, built near the turn 
of the last century and much en- 
larged and improved since. The 
current pastor of Barbecue Church 
is the Rev. Billy S. Howell, Jr. 











SPEAKS AT P.J.C. 
MAXTON, N. C.—Speaking on the 
subjects “Responsible Citizenship” and 
“What Is A Liberal Education?” Dr. 
Clyde A. Milner, president of Guilford 





College, appeared on the Distinguished 
Visitor Program of Presbyterian Jun- 
ior College here. 


RECORDED TALKS CREDITED 
WITH START OF DEVOTIONS 


MIAMI, Fla.—(PN)—A new proj- 
ect has been started at Miami’s City 
Hall. It is a daily morning prayer 
meeting for employees. It all started 
when some workers began calling the 
Dial-A-Devotion service of Palmetto 
Presbyterian Church. They got in the 
habit of asking each other, “Did you 
dial the devotion this morning?” 


They reported to the Rev. Neil 
Wyrick, Palmetto pastor who records 
the devotions, that there was so much 
interest that they decided they would 
have the prayer meetings to start 
their day right. 


REVIVAL AT MARION 


MARION, Ala.—The Rev. John H. 
Knight of Smyrna, Ga., was the evan- 
gelist for a revival at the Marion 
church. Dr. Eugene Stockstill, pro- 
fessor of religion at Judson College, 
is interim pastor of the church, which 
received six members on profession 
during the meeting. 
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faith 
to live by. 


What we as adults need and what 
we want for our children is a faith 
that means something in our daily 
lives. What we study at church 


can strengthen our relationship 


with God and give new direction 


to life. 


This vital concern for making faith come alive in the 


basic experiences of the life of the child and of the 


adult underlies our Presbyterian Literature. 
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$7.5 MILLION SOUGHT 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — (PN) — 
Plans to make Davidson College a $25 
million institution by 1966 highlighted 
the fifth annual meeting of the col- 
lege’s Board of Visitors here. The 
school’s endowment now stands at $10,- 
105,512. 


President D. Grier Martin cited Da- 
vidson’s progress since 1930 from to- 
tal plant and endowment resources 
valued at $4.3 million to a combined 
total of $17.7 million. He then out- 
lined the college’s needs for $7.5 mil- 
lion in additional endowment in the 
next six years. 


John Watlington of Winston-Salem, 
N. C., was elected chairman of the 
board to succeed James J. Harris of 
Charlotte. Mrs. T. C. Graham of In- 
diana and Edward Dwells, Jr., of 
Jacksonville, Fla., were named vice- 
chairmen. 


New members of the board are D. 
Brantly Burns, Knoxville, Tenn.; 
James K. Dorsett, Raleigh, N. C.; P. 
Huber Hanes, Jr., of Winston-Salem; 
Robert E. Kell, Bristol, Va.; Marshall 
I. Pickens, Charlotte, N. C.; and 
Addison Reese of Charlotte. 





WORKSHOPS CONDUCTED 


HILLSVILLE, Va. — Four World 
Missions workshops were conducted in 
Abingdon Presbytery, with the Rev. 
T. K. Morrison of the Congo Mission 
as principal speaker. Materials for 
1961 were introduced by the Rev. John 
Boyd and the Rev. Loren V. Watson 
at the Sinking Spring, Norton, Taze- 
well and Wytheville churches. 








Invest 


in Lives eam 
and your Will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
fan Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va 
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Children’s Bibl: Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 
2. Abram and Lot 


DO YOU KNOW—Who made the best choice—Abram or Lot? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 13:10-13; Joshua 24:15; 
John 1:12. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about a choice? 

THING TO REMEMBER: The best choice is to live for Jesus 
Christ. Read Mark 8: 34-35. 


THE SERVANTS QUARREL 
Genesis 1|3:1-7. ABRAM 
CANAAN EGYPT. He brought with him his WIFE 
CATTLE CARS LOT. Abram came back to HARAN 
BETHEL Where his tent had been and where he had made 
an ARK ALTAR. Then LOT ABRAM prayed. 
There WAS WAS NOT _ room enough for all of Lot's 
and Abram’s sheep and The 
QUARREL GAME. 

ABRAM AND LOT PART 

13:8-13. Abram to Lot, “Let 
=F __ __ __ (quarreling) . . . between - _ and thee, 
and between my herdmen and thy herdmen. Is not the 
whole land before thee? separate thyself: if thou wilt take the 


(Mark out the incorrect words) 


ADAM went up out of 


cattle. 


herdmen started a 


Genesis said there be no 


___ __ hand, then I will go to the right.” 
The plain of — 


was well watered. It was like 


a garden. Lot chose of this plain and moved his tent 


near the wicked city of . 


GOD BLESSES ABRAM 
Genesis |3:14-18. God promised Abram that his seed (children) 


shall have PART ALL NONE of this land. God 
promised LOT ABRAM that his children and _ their 
children should be as many as the DUST PLANTS of the 
GARDEN EARTH, ~~ which no man can count. 


* © *© 8® 8 & 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
What New Testament book gives us the history of the early 


church? The of the Apostles. 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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A RECIPE FOR A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS, by Handel H. Brown. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids. 88 pp. $2.50. 





The minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church of St. Cloud, Florida, 
presents in this concise volume seven 
chapters featuring the major aspects 
of the Christmas narrative. Joy is 
said to be the dominant motif of the 
Christmas story. The joy of Christmas 
is “the mark of all who have wel- 
comed the Child and entered into the 
Kingdom, becaue they know that un- 
to them is born a Saviour.” In the 
light of this fact, the author observes 
“It is quite a modern heresy to regard 
religion as a dismal and gloomy affair, 
demanding a sour personality encased 
in a fiercely starched shirt.” 


For the most part the author fol- 
lows the Evangelical position in the- 
ological thought. At times his ut- 
terances are somewhat ambiguous. On 
page 67 he fails to make it clear that 
all men are not children of God, and 
that sonship is a part of Christian sal- 
vation. When he affirms “Man is the 
child of God,” he should qualify his 
teaching by the New Testament in- 
sight that “to those who did receive 
Him, He granted ability to become 
God’s children, that is to those who 
believe in His Name” (Jno. 1:12). 


Ministers desiring to find fresh ma- 
terial for the Christmas season will be 
impressed by much that Mr. Brown 
has to say. The centralities of Christ- 
mas are here and they are expressed 
with excellent literary talent. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





MY ANSWER, by Billy Graham. 
Doubleday & Co., Garden City, New 
York, 259 pp. $3.50. 


Since Billy Graham became a na- 
tional figure, a great many books have 
been written about him. Only three 
have been written by him. This latest 
is a collection of comments from his 
syndicated column which is printed un- 
der the same title in some 150 Ameri- 
can newspapers. 


Advice columns are as old as Ben 
Franklin, at least, and most modern 
ones specialize either in flippancy 


(Ann Landers, Abbie Van Buren) or 
psychology (George W. Crane, Nor- 
man Peale.) Billy Graham’s approach 
is entirely different, and this book can 
make a solid contribution which other 
compilations of advice cannot. Dr. 
Graham speaks always from the stand- 
point of Scripture. Those who have 
followed his career would expect this. 
What makes the book different is that 
he applies these Scriptures, with pen- 
etrating good sense, to the sometimes 
fantastic problems of 20th Century 
living. This book, published in time 
for the Christmas season, will make a 
fine gift of enduring value. It will 
silence critics who say that conserva- 
tive Christianity cannot speak to this 
century. When it comes to “communi- 
cating” — Billy Graham can do it. 


—Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., D.D. 
Shalimar, Fla. 





FACT, FICTION AND FAITH, by 
James Alfred Marten, Jr. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, N. Y. 186 p. $3.95. 


Here is another presentation of the 
“liberal” gospel and man’s attempt to 
find something he can hold onto with- 
out committing himself to the Au- 
thority of the Word of God. 


Using the question and answer 
method, the author attempts to inter- 
pret Christianity in the light of mod- 
ern man’s questions and doubts. 


In answer to the statement “Chris- 
tianity may be of sentimental or his- 
torical interest,” the author answers 
in part, “Indeed, one might even say 
that before the scientific revolution it 
probably made sense for the best 
minds of our culture to find meaning 
in a Christian world-view — it was all 
they knew. But the Soviet Union may 
not be far wrong in turning most 
churches into museums, while still 
keeping a few open for those who find 
need for that sort of thing. One can 
appreciate the historical values of the 


past without trying to live in it.” 
(p. 4). 
This attitude prevails throughout 


the entire book; the historical faith of 
our fathers is swept away as untenable 
for this scientific age. And here lies 
a great mystery. The author does not 
want to accept the verbal interpreta- 
tion of the Word of God, but seems to 
want his readers to accept his words 
as having literal meaning. 


This book presents the now familiar 
liberal approach which denies import- 
ant Scriptural doctrines while attempt- 


ing to hold onto them at the same 
time by assigning to them “truth” 
which will suit the critic. This ap- 
proach of course, makes man the au- 
thority, not the Bible. 


The major doctrines of the Bible: 
the virgin birth, sin, redemption, the 
resurrection, are handled in this fash- 
ion — in the name of scholarship. The 
author suggests that these doctrines 
are important, but that we don’t have 
to accept them as the Bible presents 
them. 


This is simply another try at build- 
ing religious faith without acknowl- 
edging Divine Authority. There is 
nothing new here. 


—Rev. Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


PREPARE YOURSELF TO SERVE, by 
Dorothy Strauss. Moody Press, Chicago. 
127 pp. $2.50. This book is for the train- 
ing of new workers in the Lord, whether 
old or young. Here is a book on getting 
ahead in a world of competition . . . writ- 
ten for people interested in Christian 
service. From personal considerations to 
the best way to write a letter applying for 
a position, the book follows familiar pat- 
terns except for the unique and helpful 
twist. 


WHAT I CONFESS, by Alexander C. 
DeJong. Baker Book House, Grand Rap- 
ids. Paper, 83 pp. $.85. Here is an excel- 
lent manual for communicants’ classes. 
Described as an .“introduction to Biblical 
truths,” it begins with considerations of 
God, proceeds through those of creation 
and providence, the fall, the person and 
work of Christ, the Christian life. At the 
end there is a very helpful glossary of 
Biblical and theological words and con 
cepts and their meaning. 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 


of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 
Dr. JoHn A. REDHEAD, Jr. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Dec. 25 “WHAT IS 
CHRISTMAS?” 

1 “HOW CAN I 
MAKE FRIENDS 
OF MY HABITS?” 

Write for copies of messages to 

the radio station over which they 

are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


Jan. 
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MINISTERS 


James R. Lloyd, from Rockingham, 
N. C., to the Mt. Bethel church, 
Durham, N. C. 

William B. Gold, from St. Peters- 
burg, Fla., to the Altavista, Va., 
church. 

T. R. Elder, from Natalia, Texas, to 
the Milford, Texas, church. 


Sidney A. Gates, Salisbury, N. C., 
informed his congregation Dec. 4 
that he has accepted a call to the 
First Church, Columbus, Ga., effec- 
tive Jan. 1. 


G. A. Wilson, (H. R.), from Bristol 
to Rawlings, Va. 

John D. Campbell, Jr., from Dublin, 
Ga., to the Greene Street church, Au- 
gusta, Ga. 

John G. Finley, from Parsons, W. 
Va., to New Market, Ala., the Mad- 
ison County Larger Parish, effective 


DEATHS 


H. C. Foster, 1950 graduate of Aus- 
tin Seminary and pastor of the John 
Knox church in Dallas, Texas, for a 
year until he was stricken by polio, 
died in Dallas. 

Roswell Curtis, 68, pastor of the 
Westover Hills church, Charlotte, 
N. C., died in Charlotte Nov. 2. 

L. O. McCutchen, 85, former mis- 
sionary to Korea, died Nov. 20 at 
Sumter, S. C. 


Paul H. Moore, 82, a member of 


Kings Mountain Presbytery, died at 
Sidney, Ohio, Oct. 26. 





LETTERS 
CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 


May I say a word on behalf of a 
proper Christmas observance with the 
use of both hymns and psalms? 


We all know that as Christians we 
are commanded to “rejoice in the 
Lord” and we are marked by our 
“rejoicing in Jesus Christ” as our 
only Saviour, King and Head. Now 
I believe we are truly “rejoicing in 
the Lord’’ when, at Christmas time we 
praise the Lord for giving us His Son 
to become Man; and praise Christ 
Himself for coming into this fallen 


world for our salvation; and praise 
the Holy Spirit for Christ’s incarna- 
tion in the virgin womb. 


We are always commanded to praise 
the Lord and all of God’s people know 
the desire to do this. Yet some of us 
who are Reformed are convinced that 
in this N. T. age we are limited by 
God’s Word to singing only the praise 
He graciously gave His Church in O. T. 
times, that is, the Psalms. Others, 
however, think the Apostle — and 
God by him — was not limiting him- 
self to the Psalter in his reference to 
praise in Ephesians 5:19. Thus we 
rightfully look upon all hymns that ex- 
press Gospel truth as proper for use 
in praising the Lord. 


Most important, in such matters we 
concede that those who differ with us 
are also earnestly seeking to do His 
will in all things. Within the frame- 
work of Sovereign Grace, differences 
do not necessarily divide. 


—(Rev.) Norman Caswell 
Dundalk, Ont., Canada. 





When truth or virtue an affront 
endures, 


The ’affront is mine, my friend, and 
should be yours.—Pope. 


GIFT IDEA: Let the JOURNAL Do It! 


RATES — $3 a year for 


Use this handy order form to send Christmas gift subscriptions. The 
JOURNAL will do the rest, including sending an attractive card 
to announce your giff PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL NAMES. 


Please send The Presbyterian Journal to the 
following, and send gift cards, as indicated. 


I enclose $ 


Name 


for______subscriptions. 





Address. 


each subscription. $2.50 a 
year each subscription in 
groups of five or more. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Order sent by 





Address 
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